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Using Authentic Materials to Teach English Prosody and
the Common Reductions in Connected Speech

Timothy W. Pollock

This paper argues for the need to study the rhythm of English and the common reductions made in connected
speech, as part of a well-rounded English education. It also explores some of the historical and institutional
reasons why the preceding are not usually part of the English curriculum in Japanese universities. To address
this deficit, a technological solution is offered: Introducing DVDs of TV shows into the English language
classroom. The multiple modes of input (visual, aural, written) have been shown to be the most effective way
to improve learners’ listening abilities. In addition, the technological tools that are part of DVD technology
make autonomous learning both fun and viable. Autonomous learning is an important element of second language
acquisition, as the limited time spent in class is not enough to become proficient in a second language
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